ot everyone is an exhibitionist.
But for those who are, the
singing telegram business

provides a legitimate, albeit slightly
outrageous, outlet for their passion.

Dressed as bellhops, gorillas, belly
dancers, chocolate chip cookies and
famous celebrities, these high-spirited
entrepreneurs will deliver just about
any greeting, from “I love you™ or “I'm
sorry.” to “Surprise! You're going to be
a father!”

Personal business isn’t all these tele-
grams convey. Even corporations are
dropping the formalities and joining in
the fun. Recently Transamerica Air-
lines sent a singing balloon gram to its
new advertising agency to applaud
them for landing the account. A Jocal
branch of Bank of America celebrated
the 30-year anniversary of one of its
employees with a traditional banquet
and a less than traditional strip-a-
gram. Even Ma Bell had Eastern
Onion deliver a Rhapsody in Balloons
to several of her outstanding employees
in appreciation for a job well done.
Seems a phone call just wouldn‘t do.

While each service varies, most pro-
vide a costumed messenger to sing one
or more greetings and leave the hono-
rec with a written keepsake of the
occasion. Some companies can provide
same-day service, but they suggest you
contact them two to three days before
the delivery to guarantee your choice
of time and performance.

The Bay Area has attracted an
eclectic mix of singing telegram ser-
vices, from the department store varie-
ty which claim, “We have something
for everyone,” to the small specialty
shop that prides itself in doing just one
thing and doing it well. Here’s a
sampling of the variety of services
you'll find in the Bay Area which, for a
price. will say it for you in song.

Cookie Cut-Ups, Redwood City
(367-1975). Accepts major credit
cards. Price: $18-$47.50.

If you want a real milk-and-cookies
act, Cookie Cut-Ups promises to deliv-
er. “We won’t shake our chips for
anybody,” says owner Diane Keith.
Instead, a messenger dressed as a
chocolate chip cookie will sweeten your
message with a dozen Mrs. Field’s
chocolate chip cookies and belt out a
rendition of “Chippety Do Dah.”
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crumbs to find the chips, a chocolate
kiss-clad messenger will deliver a Kiss-
Sing-Gram sealed with a ten-ounce
version of the real thing.

Recently, Cut-Ups added a bit of
the Old West to the tastes they’ll
deliver. Order a Howdy-Gram and
your recipient will be serenaded by a
country singing cowhody who leaves a
can of pork and beans behind in his
stick horse’s tracks.

In the midst of all these calorie-
laden greetings there is something for
the diet-conscious — Singing Vegeta-
bles who sing their greetings to the
tune of “Lettuce Entertain You.” By
this summer, the Singing Vegetables,
true to character, will also deliver No-
Belly prizes to friends and loved ones
for staying on their diets. The award?
A no-belly button.

Strip-a-Gram, San Francisco (885-
4031). Check or cash only. Price: $80-
$100.

“Mind if I take off my jacket?”
Janelle Manzetti asked the man who
thought she was a job applicant. That
seemed innocent enough. But unbut-
toning her blouse did not. Before he
could call for help, the music flipped
on, sending Janelle into her Strip-A-
Gram dance routine. Relieved, her
would-be employer took his seat and
enjoyed the show.

That wasn’t the first time Janelle
and other Strip-A-Gram messengers
have taken their guests by surprise.
Both male and female dancers arrive
dressed in Financial District attire, but
underneath those tailored suits the
mien strip down to brief bikinis and the
women display pasties and panties.

Valentino Jazzari started Strip-A-
Gram over a year ago to provide a
classier alternative to other perform-
ances he had seen. While bachelor and |
bachelorette parties are common occa-
sions that warrant Fazzari’s services,
he also sends messengers to birthday
parties, office farewells, anniversaries,
even wedding receptions. Because of
the demand, Fazzari has also added
gay strippers to his act.

Eastern Onion, San Francisco (664-
2100). Accepts major credit cards.
Price: $29-369.

If you thought singing telegrams
were small business, think again. Last
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TELEGRAMS

By Genita Kovacevich-Costello

Dressed as bellhops, gorillas, belly dancers,
chocolate chip cookies and celebrities, these
high-spirited entrepreneurs deliver any greeting.
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